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May 5, 2000
On this day in May, Fontbonne College places a new time capsule in the cornerstone of Southwest Hall.
The building has undergone extensive renovation in the last year. When construction began in the fall,
the original cornerstone was removed and a box containing a number of things was discovered inside.
Now that the construction is close to completion, a new group of items has been collected because the
original cornerstone items were removed and stored in the college archives for safety. The following is a
listing and brief explanation of the items in this new time capsule.
List

A list of the time capsule’s previous contents
History Book Pages

Several pages have been xeroxed from As Strong As The Granite. As part of Fontbonne’s 75th anniver
sary, a book documenting the college’s last 75 years of history was written by Sr. Jane Kehoe Hassett,
CSJ. (We wanted to include a full copy of this book, but it wouldn’t fit.)
Predictions

We have included a short list of predictions made by several members of the Fontbonne College com
munity. The predictions represent a mix of serious thought and whimsical humor-only those who open
this capsule will know one from the other.
Fontbonne T-shirt

This grey, cotton t-shirt is typical of those sold in the campus bookstore. Students wear t-shirts in and
out of class. This shirt cost $9.99. Other shirts and sweatshirts with more colors and embroidered logos
can be purchased for $30.00-50.00
Griffin Scratch

The copy of Griffin Scratch included here is the combination student handbook and calendar. It is
distributed to all Fontbonne students at the beginning of the academic year (fall). The booklet contains a
calendar of almost all college activities, as well as policies, procedures and helpful information.
Dollar Coin

Beginning in January, 2000, after the depletion of the government's supply of Susan B. Anthony Dollars,
the U.S. Mint issued a new golden, one-dollar coin. The coins are quite popular with collectors, but the
public has had mixed reviews. Some people like the coins, while others have complained that the coins
are too close in shape and color to regular quarters. A portrait of Sacajawea, the teenage Shoshone
Indian who served as an interpreter and guide for Meriwether Lewis and William Clark on their expedi
tion to the Pacific Ocean in 1804-1806 is on one side of the coin and a soaring eagle is on the other.
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The decision to have an American Indian represented on the coin received great praise. There was a
congressional committee to pick the coin design, but the American public could make their recommen
dations by choosing a favorite design on the U.S. Mint’s website. Even though no one really knows
exactly what Sacajawea looked like, the story of Sacajawea beat out other design possibilities like
Harriet Tubman, Eleanor Roosevelt and the Statue of Liberty.
FC Doorknob

The original three buildings of Fontbonne College (Science, Fine Arts and Ryan Hall) were built in the
early 1920s. Signature design elements were the Missouri pink granite walls and wooden doorways.
Each wood door had a brass doorknob, which had the FC initials molded into it. To many people’s
dismay, the doorknobs have begun to be replaced with more modern ones just this year. Starting with the
renovation of the Fine Arts building, the new doorknobs are handle-shaped for easier opening. The old,
brass doorknobs which have been removed are supposedly stored in a box in the archives.
Pokémon

Pokémon items are an enormous, current fad among children in the U.S. (and around the world). They
are one more in a long line of U.S. merchandising fads that include Beanie Babies, Furbie, Cabbage
Patch dolls, Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles and many, many others. Pokémon began as a video game for
Nintendo, but has been marketed in the shape of trading card games, a television show and a full-length
animated movie. Some parents think Pokémon is great and even play the games with their children,
while others have complained about the hysteria surrounding the fad. In several instances children have
resorted to violence (even a knife stabbing) to steal another child’s trading cards. Pokémon sales are
expected to be in the billions this year.
Chiasma

Chiasma is the literary magazine of Fontbonne College. Any student or staff member can submit
creative writing pieces.
Living On Campus

This brochure was designed in early spring of 2000 to describe the housing options for incoming
students wanting to live on-campus in the fall of 2000. This brochure is especially appropriate for the
time capsule because it shows the new “apartment-style living” that will be available in Southwest Hall
after the renovation is completed.

